
 
ARTICLE 96. "No More Homeless Pets" Special License Plates 

 
SECTION 56-3-9600. "No More Homeless Pets" license plates; special fund to support local 
animal spaying and neutering programs; reporting requirements of Agriculture Department; 
requirements of entities seeking grant reimbursements. 
 
(A) The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue "No More Homeless Pets" special motor 
vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles as defined in Section 56-3-
630 registered in their names, which may have imprinted on the plate "No More Homeless Pets". 
The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires 
twenty-four months from the month it is issued. The fee for this special license plate is the 
regular motor vehicle registration fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and a special 
motor vehicle license fee of seventy dollars. 
 
(B)(1) Notwithstanding another provision of law, of the fees collected pursuant to this section, 
the Comptroller General shall place into the State Highway Fund as established by Section 57-
11-20, to be distributed as provided in Section 11-43-167, an amount equal to the expenses of the 
Department of Motor Vehicles in producing and administering the special license plates. The 
remaining funds collected from the special motor vehicle license fee must be deposited in a 
special account, separate and apart from the general fund, designated for use by the South 
Carolina Department of Agriculture to support local animal spaying and neutering programs. The 
South Carolina Department of Agriculture may use up to ten percent of the fees deposited in the 
special account for the administration of the program. Local private nonprofit tax exempt 
organizations offering animal spaying and neutering programs may apply for grants from 
this fund to further their tax exempt purposes. 
 
(2) An agency may apply for up to two thousand dollars per grant application at the 
beginning of each fiscal year and may apply for multiple grants during a fiscal year. Total 
available grant funds shall be based on the amount of funds collected each previous fiscal 
year. Grants must specify how many surgeries will be performed and the species and 
gender of the animals undergoing surgery. Agencies may only apply for one grant at a 
time. Once a grant is fulfilled, an agency may apply for another grant, provided that funds 
are available. Grants must be fulfilled within six months of receiving funds. Once grants 
are completed, agencies must submit to No More Homeless Pets / South Carolina Animal 
Care and Control Association (SCACCA) a report identifying each person participating; 
the basis of eligibility for the program; whether animals are being spayed or neutered; 
dates of spaying or neutering and of rabies vaccines if applicable; descriptions of animals, 
including gender; and the appropriate amount charged toward the grant. Any unused 
funds must be returned. If a copay was charged to participating individuals, then that 
amount must also be included. The Department of Agriculture shall encourage 
participation from Tier 3 and Tier 4 counties. 
 
(3) SCACCA or its successor organization, on behalf of the tax exempt organizations, shall 
coordinate the grant program, make the request for reimbursement from the Department of 
Agriculture, and distribute the individual grants to the participating tax exempt organizations. 



 
(C) Before the Department of Motor Vehicles produces and distributes a special license plate 
pursuant to this section, it must receive: 
 
(1) four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four 
thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a 
deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, 
the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate 
fees is collected for that organization's license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected 
within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, the department must retain the deposit; 
and 
 
(2) a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department. 
 
(D) If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a 
particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional 
special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates 
of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted. 
 
(E) The Department of Agriculture annually shall provide an accounting and summary of this 
program to the Chairman of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee and to the 
Chairman of the House Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs Committee 
before September first. 
 
(F) A local private nonprofit animal spaying and neutering program that requests 
reimbursement for services related to this program shall provide to the SCACCA the name 
and address of each person who brought the animal to the program. Before the 
Department of Agriculture may send a reimbursement to the SCACCA, the SCACCA shall 
provide the Department of Agriculture a list of each individual who brought a pet in for 
spaying or neutering and the number of animals brought in by that individual for spaying 
or neutering. 
 
 
To apply – click “here” 
 
Grant fields: 
-Organization Name 
-Address 
-Website address 
-Contact person: phone # e-mail 
-Spay/neuter project title 
-Anticipated start date 
-Anticipated end date 
-Project title 
-Amount requested from NMHP’s (max $2,000) 
-Event location 



-Acknowledgement State (this will again state what the requirements are according to the law 
and that by accepting the participating agency agrees to provide the required information at the 
completion of the grant usage… 
-Required documents to be up-loaded as PDF’s:  Current, signed W-9, 501(c)(3) status and IRS 
determination letter, most recent 990. 


